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Morning Worship 
Fourth Sunday of Easter | April 21, 2024 at 9:30 AM | Christ the King Lutheran 
 

Gather 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
PRELUDE   Now the Green Blade Rises  setting, Mark Sedio 

 
WELCOME 
 
INVOCATION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign made at baptism. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the wellspring of grace, our Easter joy. 
Amen 

 
GATHERING SONG  Now the Green Blade Rises   ELW 379 
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Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, preaching, and song. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Meredith Bearden 

  
FIRST READING  Genesis 2:4b-19 
4These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 5when no plant of the field was 
yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up — for the Lord GOD had not caused 
it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; 6but a stream would rise from 
the earth, and water the whole face of the ground — 7then the Lord GOD formed man from the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living 
being. 8And the Lord GOD planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man 
whom he had formed. 9Out of the ground the Lord GOD made to grow every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 10A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and 
from there it divides and becomes four branches. 11The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one 
that flows around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; 12and the gold of that land is 
good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one 
that flows around the whole land of Cush. 14The name of the third river is Tigris, which flows 
east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 15The Lord GOD took the man and put him 
in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And the Lord GOD commanded the man, "You may 
freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die." 18Then the Lord GOD said, "It is not 
good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner." 19So out of the 
ground the Lord GOD formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought 
them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living 
creature, that was its name. 
 
The reading is concluded: 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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SUNG RESPONSE  Hallelujah! Praise Ye the Lord! LS 179  
All may rise in body or spirit to welcome God’s word among us. 

 
 

SECOND READING  Romans 8:18-25 
18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about 
to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children 
of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one 
who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and 
will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation 
has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of 
our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 
for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
The reading is concluded: 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON    Alex Bearden 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  For the Wholeness of the Earth ACS 1067 
All may rise in body or spirit to proclaim the word of God in song. 

  
 

PRAYERS 
Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

 
PEACE 
The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
All may greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING   Nada me falta (Psalm 23)  Mark Sedio 

Sanctuary Choir 
 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, 
including the care of those in need. 
 
Kids are welcome to go to the back of the Sanctuary 
to bring forward the gifts. 
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WAYS TO GIVE  Give electronically 

Electronic gifts to Christ the King are fast and secure, and they reduce 
administrative costs, allowing more of every dollar to fund the important 
work we are called to do. Visit lifeatctk.org/givenow or scan the QR 
code to give now. 

 
Text to give to 651-661-3367 
Enter 651-661-3367 and the amount you wish to donate, then press 
send. Follow the prompts to securely register your banking information. 

 
SETTING THE TABLE  Flower of Compassion  Hesla 

 
 
Leader sings: 
Blossom of Love… Vision of Justice… Garden of Mercy… Promise of Beauty… 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest; 
and let these gifts to us be blessed. 
Your love breaks open seeds of sin 
to let your joy bloom from within. Amen  
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 
let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father… 

  
FIRST COMMUNION FAITH STEP 
 
William Bearden, Alex Britton, Linus Lemke, Zach Michog, Eliza and Lucille Moran, Rozlynn Risvold 
 
INVITATION 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
All are welcome at Christ’s table. Those who do not yet commune or who do not wish to receive 
communion may still come forward to receive a blessing. If you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer, 
please let the communion server know. Non-alcoholic grape juice is available. Please, let an usher know 
if you would like a pastor to bring communion to you while you remain seated. Come as you are. 
See for yourself. 
 
COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God     Andy Pokel 

 
 
COMMUNION SONGS Great Is Thy Faithfulness   ELW 733 
    Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth ELW 735 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen 
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Send 
God blesses us and sends us to join God’s mission in the world. 
 
FAREWELL AND GODSPEED Pastora Ana Becerra 
     And her family: Jose Luis, Sader, Joshua, Luis, and Jacob 
BLESSING 
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen 
 
SENDING SONG  We Are All One in Christ  ELW 641 

 
 
DISMISSAL   
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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POSTLUDE   The King of Love My Shepherd Is arr. Jeanne Cotter 

 

Worship Leaders + Planning Team 
Caleb Anderson, Sound Technician; Pastor Sarah Anderson, Interim Associate Pastor; 

Rich Arvidson, Worship Coordinator; Pastora Ana Becerra, Cristo Rey Mission Developer; 
Nate Crary, Director of Worship; Megan Crosby, Cantor; Pastor Sonja Hagander, Lead Pastor;  

Rebekah Moreno, Worship Media Operator; Deb Wolterstorff, Director of Children + Family Ministry; 
Don Zatroch, Camera Operator 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In Our Prayers This Week 
Peder Eide, Carolyn Erkfitz, Joyce Fuhrman, Jim Hanson, Sue Heurung, Laurie Johnson, 

Shelly Lausche, Aubrey Olson, Ron Olsen, Bruce Phelps, Bill Stone, Raymond Wolf 
 

We Continue To Pray For 
Leila Fischer, Joe Miskowic, Bob Noer, Billie Ward, Cliff Weiss, Kao Yang 
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